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The school year got off to an early start on 4 September with the 

Araq el-Emir excavation. It was a rather abrupt beginning for this 
year's appointees working at the dig. Fellow Dorothea Harvey arrived 
on 31 August , and Fellow and Mrs. Murray Nicol and Honorary Lecturer 
and Mrs. Walter Williams followed the next day. Honorary Lecturer 
David ‘/ieand reached Araq el-Emir on 5 September after arriving 3 
September in Ramallah, where he will reside with his family and his 
wife will teach at the Friends Boys School. The Fellows and Honorary 
Lecturers are serving as the core of our staff of field supervisors at 
the excavation. Also helping with field supervision are Ahmed Abdul- 
lah Hassan, representative of the Jordanian Department of Antiocuities, 
Dr. John Zimmerman of St. George's Cathedral in Jerusalem for the 
first two weeks, and Professor James L. Jones of the Philadelphia Di- 
vinity School for the first week. Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Nicol are 

in charge of object and pottery registration. Mr. Mustafa Taufiq is 
again serving as our capable foreman, and Muhammed Adawi is our cook, 
assisted by Isa Ibrahim of Amman. Technical workers from Balatah, in- 
stead of Jericho, have proved very satisfactory. Last-minute unavail- 
ability of the services of Mr. G. R. H. Wright necessitated shifting 
plans, but Mr. Peter Parr, Assistant Director of the British School of 
Archaeology in Jerusalem, and Mr. ‘/Jilliam Lankester, currently a resi- 
dent at the British School, have kindly agreed to do essential plan- 
ning. Mrs. Nancy Lapp is serving as Business Manager, and the under-~ 
. is assisting with photography and serving as Archaeological 
Directore 














The fall excavation is financed from the regular archaeological budget 
of the Jerusalem School, a generous subsidy from Iliffe School of 
Theology through Professor ‘Jilliams, and a contribution from Bethany 
Biblical Seminary through Professor Wieand. The generosity of the 
latter institutions has made possible substantial operations in three 
fields with a labor force averaging 75 workmen. 












The first four weeks of excavation have considerably enlarged the 
perspective provided by the spring sounding and offered a number of 
interesting finds. In the village of Araq a number of Stratum I 
walls and doorways have yielded a plan of a quarter of the village in 
the second century A.D., but floors continue to be almost entirely 
obliterated by surface disturbance. Stratum II (#A.D. 100), while 
contributing a number of installations including five ovens or 
hearths, has become more complex since in one square at least three 
floors are to be associated with this stratum. In another square & 
large section of bedrock has been flattened just below the level of 
the Stratum II floor except at the protruding west end. A channel 
around the flattened outcropping seems to be natural, and a cultic 
interpretation does not seem warranted. The history of Stratum III 
has also become more complicated with the discovery of at least four 
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plastered floors of that stratum. Still, no stratified Hellenistic 
evidence before the end of the second century B.C. has appeared, and 
evidence of a half-century gap between Stratum III and II in the 
middle of the first century A.D. has come to light. Intriguing in- 
stallations are associated with the heavy Stratum IIIb plaster 
floors. One consists of a 93-cm. square stone block projecting some 
12 cms. above the plastered floor. On its top, off-center, is a 
round 3-cm. projection 69 cm. in diameter. Except for the round pro- 
jection, the block was smoothly plastered. It had two large flat 
stones as its foundation, but there is no evidence to suggest that in 
this position it was used as a column base. Perhaps it was used for 
grinding grain since other grinding stone fragments were associated 
with the floor. In two areas appeared a section of a rectangular, 
carefully plastegedpaving stones. In one instance they were lying on 
a section of the Stratum IIIb plastered floor in an orientation dif- 
ferent from the walls lying on the same floor. In the other the 
plaster floor extended from their upper surface. Perhaps they were 
laid in sections where the floor would receive heavy ware or as bases 
for installations that have since disappeared. The pavement and 
canal in Square 1 of the spring sounding proved to be an Iron I Cov- 
ering for uneven bedrock just beneath, but the "silo" was merely a 
configuration in bedrock. Mush more Iron I material is available 
than had been originally expected; in one area over two meters of it 
has been excavated without reaching bedrock, and substantial eleventh- 
century walls and floors have just been unearthed. 


Although not stratified, evidence for occupation in Chalcolithic, EB, 
MB, and Early Hellenistic times is mounting. In pockets near bedrock 
sherds from the first three horizons have consistently appeared. The 
MB sherds seem to belong to MB I or IIA, fitting the hypothesis of a 
gap of sedentary occupation in developed MB and LB periods. From 
pits or in later strata have come a number of stamped Rhodian handles, 
fish plates in black glaze and Hellenistic Decorated ware from the 
early third through the second century B.C., and a large stone weight 
bearing eight letters in a script with affinities to the Tobiah cave 
inscriptions. These finds urge further exploration of the tell to 
find undisturbed stratification from these periods. A number of 


coins may also help interpret the stratification, but these have not 
yet been studied, 


The Qasr still refuses to yield any conclusive evidence of its Hel- 
lenistic origins. Indications that the entire main hall of the Qasr 
was rebuilt from below the tops of original foundations in the fourth 
century AD. continue to mount: smaller walls built on massive in- 
terior foundations for megalithic walls, structures built against 
the in situ interior wall and blocked entrance from the north porch, 
continued appearance of Byzantine pottery below the top of and 
against the foundations of the original Qasr, failure of any later 
walls to bond or fit well with the megaliths of the original Qasr,to 
say nothing of the architectural fragments of the original building 
used in later reconstruction. It has become clear that there must 
have been monumental walls dividing the main hall of the original 
building since foundation lines comparable to those for the east and 
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west Qasr walls are found inside the building with identical fill v 
laid against them. The stratification recorded from the spring sound- 
ing is repeated in the squares now under excavation. The later post- 
earthquake stratum in many places had two floors separated by half a 
meter. Both these were covered with a heavy layer of burned debris, 
but nothing in the debris suggested anything beyond domestic occupa- 
tion. In the square against the north porch wall a room slightly 
larger than 3 1/2 x 8 meters with three irregularly-spaced arches, 
preserved as high as the first springer course was unearthed. Be- 


sides Byzantine pottery, the esr is producing a pleasing assortment 
of glass forms and a few coins, 


Excavation at the Square Building, located between the %asr and the 
caves, was begun with hope of gaining indirect evidence on the dating 
of the Qasr and of at least partially reconstructing the building. 
Unfortunately, the building was completely rebuilt by the same Byzan- 
tines who rebuilt the Qasr, and an architect is not available for re- 
construction. The Byzantines reused the well-dressed blocks and ~ 
columns of the orgéginal building in a singularly poor construction. 
Its four walls and a doorway to the east are preserved to a height of 
a half meter or more, and its pavement of rough, plastered stones was 
preserved intact except for a disturbance in the middle of the build- 
ing. Besides its architectural affinities to the Qasr, an evidence 
of its Hellenistic origin is a Rhodian wine jar sherd found under the 
Byzantine pavement. A cistern just below and outside the threshhold 
of the Byzantine building has yielded pottery as early as Stratum I 
in the village (-A.D. 200). Though it seems likely, it is not even 


certain at this point that the Byzantine structure preserves the 
lines of the Hellenistic building. 


We hope that favorable weather will permit us to continue work for 
three more weeks. Difficulties with landowners in the neighborhood 
of the Qasr made us decide to suspend work in the Qasr temporarily 
during the second week of excavation, but relations with owners and 


laborers are at present satisfactory. We are now embarrassed by too 
many mensif invitations. 


The excavation followed a very quiet summer at the School with no ex- 
cavations and few guests. We attempted to express our appreciation 
to departing Director and Mrs. Grabar for their dedicated service to 
the School with a farewell party in the School garden on 2 July. The 
garden also provided a fitting setting for evening buffets for the 
staff of the British-France Jerusalem excavation on 15 July and the 
study group of the German Evangelical Institute for Archaeology of 
the Holy Land on its annual tour under Professor A. Kuschke on 17 
September. During the summer lull we remodeled the kitchen and deco- 
rated the dining room and bedrooms of the Director's House and in- 
stallated three large cabinets in the basement to house the School's 
teaching collections and provide workspace for excavations. Storage 


bins for ezcavations and excavators were also prepared in the hostel 
attic. 


XU! 
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Our guests during the past three months have included Professor and 
Mrs. Kenneth W. Clark of Duke University, Professors Krister Standahl 
and George Williams of Harvard Divinity School, the Rev. John R,. 
Dallinger of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Braintree, Mass., Prof. Theo- 
dore Bundenthal of Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois, 
Prof. Mary Le Mowry of Wellesley College, Miss Jean M. Davidson of 

the University of Vermont, as well as many others who were with us 

for short periods of time. Prof. and Mrs. Y. Herman Sacon of Tokyo 
Union Theological Seminary have just arrived and will be with us 
several months, 


Excavation staff members will have about three days to catch their 

breaths before starting on the annual Syrian trip which is planned to 
extend as far as Ankara, but for the final results of the excavation,’ 
news about our new staff, and results of our trip see our next letter. 


Paul W. Lapp 
Director 





